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Body Image
Learning to Love Who We Are
The statistics are alarming. The majority
of U.S. women--some estimate more
than 80 percent--are unhappy with
their appearance. At least 10 million
young women, and 1 million young men
have an eating disorder. Girls as young
as 6 and 7 are expressing disapproval of
their looks, and most fourth-grade girls
are already diet veterans. Most
unsettling is the fact that more women,
and girls, fear becoming fat than they do
dying.

Combating the Images

How do you see yourself? Are you
content with the person looking back at
you from the mirror each morning or
do you frown in frustration?

magazine covers, others are trying to
teach young girls to love their bodies,
beautiful imperfections and all. One way
to combat the Hollywood hype and to
create an appreciation for the bodies we
have is through hands-on massage and
bodywork.

Why Massage Affects
Body Perception

Being unhappy with our bodies has
serious, and sometimes lifelong,
ramifications. Feelings of unworthiness
and self-loathing can set up a lifetime of
self-deprecating
behaviors.
What
regularly scheduled massage allows us to
do is "get back" into our bodies and
reconnect with ourselves. Massage can

"You can only
see others as
clearly as you
see yourself."
-Author Unknown

Office Hours and Contact
JuliasTherapeuticMassage.com
Julia Cini, CMT
703-402-1710
Monday-Friday 9AM-9PM
Every Other Saturday 9AM-5PM
Closed Sunday

Massage can help restore feelings of self-worth and nurturing--key for body image issues.
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Unfortunately, many of us are unhappy
with the person looking back. Whether
it's lamenting about having a
pear-shaped figure instead of an
hourglass, or exhibiting more serious,
self-hating body dysmorphic disorders,
body image is under siege in our
celebrity-fixated society. While Madison
Avenue continues to airbrush photos of
svelte, 120-pound supermodels for
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help us release physical and mental
patterns of tension, enhancing our
ability to experience our bodies
(regardless of their shape and size) in a
more positive way. Just as it facilitates
our ability to relax, massage also
encourages an awareness of the body,
often allowing us to more clearly see and
Continued on page 2
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identify destructive behaviors, including
overeating or purging.
Massage also creates a sense of nurturing
that is especially powerful when it comes
to poor body image. Accepting the
nonjudgmental touch of a trained
therapist goes a long way toward
rebuilding an appreciation and respect
for your own body. If we find acceptance
for who we are and how we look, we are
giving ourselves permission to live
comfortably in the skin we have.

The Value of Massage

Research shows that touch is a powerful
ally in the quest for physical and mental
health. Not only does it help us be more
in tune with our bodies, it can also helps
restore a sense of "wholeness" that is
often lost in our segmented,
overscheduled lives. When we regain that
connection, it's much easier to
remember that our bodies are
something to be cherished, nurtured,
and loved, not belittled, betrayed, and
forgotten.

Through the Scars

We also have to remember that a
negative body image is not necessarily
about those few extra pounds on the
hips. It might instead be tied to the scars
of past injuries and surgeries. Massage
can help here, too. For burn victims,
research has shown massage can help in
the healing process, while for
postsurgery breast cancer patients,
massage and bodywork can reintegrate a
battered body and spirit. In addition to
softening scar tissue and speeding
postsurgery recovery, massage and
bodywork for these clients is about
respect, reverence, and learning to look
at, and beyond, the scars.

Finding the Stillness

Experts say that when the tissues start to
let go and relax under a massage
therapist's hands, profound shifts occur
emotionally and physically. A softening
happens, and the brain and body begin

to integrate again. The chasm between
body and mind that created the eating
disorder, or fueled the negative body
image, begins to narrow. In her book,
"Molecules of Emotion," Georgetown
University Medical School professor
Candace Pert explains that the body is
the "actual outward manifestation, in
physical space, of the mind." She says
that if we generate negative energy in
response to our appearance, it can
eventually find its way into reality.
Self-acceptance, then, is paramount for
living well, and massage/bodywork is a
healthy path to get you there. Finding
the stillness in a massage session allows
you to just "be," without judgment.
Partner that with the comfort that comes
from allowing your body to be nurtured
by someone else, and we begin to
remember our value, regardless of our
outward appearance, or what we perceive
it to be.

Valuable for every age and every body
type, massage and bodywork have
innumerable benefits. Here are a few:
- Alleviates low-back pain and improves
range of motion.
- Decreases medication dependence.
- Eases anxiety and depression.
- Enhances immunity by stimulating
lymph flow.
- Exercises and stretches weak, tight, or
atrophied muscles.
- Increases joint flexibility.
- Improves circulation by pumping
oxygen and nutrients into tissues and
vital organs.
- Releases endorphins--the body's
natural painkiller.

Every Shape and Size

Whether a client weighs 30 pounds or
300 pounds, massage and bodywork
therapists are trained to appreciate all
bodies, without judgment, and to
deliver the best care possible. As in any
session, a therapist's goal is to create an
environment that feels safe and
nurturing for clients, all while
delivering much needed therapeutic
touch. For heavier clients, some minor
adjustments might be needed in the
delivery of the bodywork, but its
nurturing, therapeutic, nonjudgmental
role will remain unchanged.
Cultivating a positive sense of self, from the inside out, contributes to a life well lived.

Nuking Food Safely
How To Microwave with Care
The microwave oven--that ubiquitous
appliance now found in every American
kitchen--is, for the most part, safe.
However, microwaves can come with
some specific health risks--including
microwave exposure and chemical
contamination--if they are old, not
used
properly,
or
used
with
non-microwavable dishes or coverings.
Fortunately, following a few guidelines
can help you effectively avoid microwave
leakage and prevent chemical exposure,
while using your microwave safely and
soundly.

Avoid Leakage

- Ensure a tight seal by regularly
cleaning the door seal with water and a
mild detergent.
- Avoid microwaves that have loose
doors. If the door doesn't close tightly,
don't use it.
- Keep your distance, standing at least
two feet away from, and to the side of,
operating microwaves.

Prevent Exposure

- Avoid heating food in plastic or
Styrofoam, which contain plasticizers.
These leach into food during
microwaving, creating xenoestrogens-substances that mimic hormones in the
body and have been associated with birth
defects, developmental delays, low sperm
counts in men, early puberty in girls,
and an increased risk of certain cancers.
- Steer clear of plastic wraps to cover
your food during microwaving. Most of
these also contain plasticizers that can
leach into food, especially if they come
in contact with hot, high-fat food.
- Use microwaveable glass cookware to
ensure safe microwaving.
Microwave ovens are part of today's cook
world and offer certain conveniences
--there's little chance of escaping that
fact. But by taking a few simple
precautions, you can ensure microwave
cooking adds to your life--not take away
from it.

A few simple tips will ensure microwave safety.

Sleep and Your Skin
Shelley Burns
We have all encountered a sleepless
night or two. Upon waking, we look in
the mirror and are traumatized by what
we see: puffy eyes, dark circles, droopy
eyelids, and sallow skin. To add insult to
injury, more wrinkles may be visible due
to tossing and turning. Poor sleep for a
prolonged time is a recipe for disaster.
There are three hormones affected when
we don't get adequate amounts of sleep.
These are cortisol, growth hormone,
and melatonin, and they all have a direct
effect on how our skin ages.
Cortisol
is our stress response hormone. When
we are not sleeping well, we're like a
battery that does not have the chance to
recharge. Our body identifies this as a
stressful situation and starts producing
cortisol. Like a jolt of caffeine, this
spike in cortisol keeps us moving, but at

a cost. Elevated cortisol levels break
down collagen, resulting in less skin
elasticity.
Growth hormone
is responsible for building muscle,
bone, and tissue--including skin. It is
one of our antiaging hormones that
replenishes as we sleep, rehydrating the
skin and allowing for cellular repair.
Melatonin
is our sleep hormone, and it also plays a
role in the immune system. It is a
significant contributor to the functional
and physical integrity of our skin.
Without quality sleep, growth hormone
and melatonin are not produced in
sufficient quantities, while cortisol is
overproduced. The result is overall poor
skin condition, including dryness,
dullness, fine lines, and wrinkles.

Even how you position your face on your
pillow affects your skin. Sleeping on
your back will avoid the risk of "sleep
lines."
While there are some over-the-counter
supplements to remedy sleeplessness, it's
far better to eat well, exercise regularly,
and develop healthy sleep habits (at least
seven uninterrupted hours every night)
to let the body regulate its hormones in
a natural way. And don't forget to
schedule your massage!
Shelley Burns, a doctor of naturopathic medicine,
completed studies at the Canadian College of
Naturopathic Medicine, and has certification in
complementary and integrative medicine from
Harvard University.

"Remember that
silence is
sometimes the
best answer."

Splash of water for summer sunshine! Remember water puts
out fire whereby keeping the body hydrated. Long days
allows us time for great escapes:) Wishing you an exciting
and fun filled summer, Julia

-Dali Lama
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