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Massage as the Body's Workout
Can Bodywork Sometimes Make You Sore?
Shirley Vanderbilt
You've just had a wonderful massage,
and you go home feeling both relaxed
and rejuvenated. But later that night you
feel like you're coming down with
something. Or perhaps the next
morning, you wake up with twinges of
muscle soreness, maybe some fatigue,
and you just don't feel yourself. What
happened? Chances are it's the massage,
and it's perfectly OK.
Keith Grant, head of the Sports and
Deep Tissue Massage Department at
McKinnon Institute in Oakland, Calif.,
says, "It's very much like doing a
workout. If the muscles aren't used to it,
they often respond with some soreness."
Grant notes this should last for no more
than a day or two. If it lasts longer, the

therapist can find all the kinks that have
built up from daily stress and too little
or too much exercise. The whole point
of a therapeutic massage is to release that
tension, work out the kinks, and help
your body relax so it can function at an
optimal level. All of this work stretches
muscles, pushes blood into them, and
gets things working again.

A Closer Look

There are several theories, in addition
to muscle function, as to why people
sometimes experience after-effects from
massage.

"Be happy for
this moment.
This moment is
your life."
-Omar Khayyam

Massage can stimulate the lymph system,
which is comprised of several organs
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A good massage can sometimes leave you feeling like you had a good workout.
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massage may have been too intense, and
the therapist should adjust for this in
the next session. However, just as with
exercise, when your body adjusts to
having this type of workout, your
physical response will also be less
intense.
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A professional massage is more than an
ordinary backrub. Your massage

(thymus, tonsils, spleen, adenoids),
hundreds of lymph nodes, and a
multitude of vessels that run throughout
the body. These lymphatic vessels carry a
clear fluid, known as lymph, that
circulates around the body's tissues,
absorbing fluid, waste products, dead
cells, bacteria, viruses, fats, and proteins
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from the tissue as it goes, while also
giving passage to immune cells as they're
needed. Massage can sometimes
stimulate the lymph system, helping to
eliminate toxins from the body. And if
the body contains a high level of
environmental or dietary toxins, you
could feel some mild, flu-like
symptoms. While most people come out
of a typical massage feeling nothing but
relaxed, some people do report feeling a
bit nauseous. If this is the case, make
sure to drink plenty of water and
perhaps take a slow walk. Movement
creates a greater lymphatic response and
will hurry the process along.
Grant points to another theory being
closely
examined
by
experts.
Neurological
sensitivity,
or
"sensitization," looks at the "whole
response of what's going on in a
person." As Grant explains, massage
provides a significant amount of input
to the central nervous system and the
body responds to that increased
information. Pain and other occasional
after-effects may be the result of a
system that has received more
information than it can handle at that
particular time. And because the
amount of sensory input we receive
during any day or week is always
fluctuating, sometimes we may be
overloaded and other times not. It
depends on the total stress (emotional,
spiritual
and
physical)
being
experienced by the body at that moment.

benefits:
- Understand that every body reacts
differently.
Your body is an organism made up of
complex systems that react to a
constantly changing influx of external
factors.
- Maintain good health practices.
This means keeping your mind free of
negative clutter.
- Drink plenty of water immediately
following your treatment.
Continue to do so for the next day or
two. This will rehydrate your tissues and
ease the effects.
- Take it easy after your massage.
Go home, relax and just allow your body
to find its balance naturally.

huge part in how healthy you'll be and
how youthful you'll remain. Budgeting
time and money for bodywork at
consistent intervals is an investment in
your health. And remember: just
because massage feels like a pampering
treat doesn't mean it is any less
therapeutic.
Consider
massage
appointments a necessary piece of your
health plan, and work with your
practitioner to establish a treatment
schedule that best meets your needs.
Like exercise, making bodywork a
habitual practice is good for your health.
And if you wake up the next morning a
little sore, it's probably because you had
a really good massage.

Getting a massage can do you a world of
good. And getting massage frequently
can do even more. This is the beauty of
bodywork. Taking part in this form of
regularly scheduled self-care can play a

Minimizing Overload

So what can you do to minimize the
sometimes uncomfortable side effects?
It's important to communicate with your
massage therapist regarding your
expectations, as well as your current state
of health. Your therapist can then tailor
the massage to your personal needs and
desires, and make adjustments in
intensity or technique as the session
proceeds. "I'd look at what's being
done," says Grant. In some cases, a
shorter or more soothing session may be
more appropriate. In others, the
therapist may need to change the kind of
technique used. Much of this can be
judged by how the person is feeling and
responding during the massage.
In addition to communicating clearly
with your practitioner throughout the
session, following a few simple steps will
help ease tenderness and maximize
Bodywork can stimulate the lymph system, which can help detox the body.

Happiness is Contagious
Maybe mom was right. Research suggests
that surrounding yourself with friends
and family who are happy can actually
increase your own happiness.
Scientists at Harvard University and the
University of California, San Diego,
found that emotions, particularly
happiness, have a viral effect in how they
spread from one person to another. For
every happy person in your physical
social network, you have a 9 percent
chance of increasing your own
happiness. The effect is more
pronounced the closer someone is to
you geographically, and it does not seem
to include electronic communications.
The study, "Dynamic Spread of
Happiness in a Large Social Network,"
can be found online in the British
Medical Journal (www.bmj.com).
This is especially good news considering
the potential health benefits of
happiness and positivity. A study
published in Stroke magazine has
indicated a "significant association"

between optimism and a reduced risk of
stroke. This is in addition to studies that
have linked optimism to a healthier
immune system, faster wound healing,
and a lower risk of heart disease. While
the exact cause of the benefits is not
clear, one theory is that optimistic
people are more likely to take care of
their health. In addition, there is hope
that teaching optimism could become
part of a preventative program for
various conditions.
What's one way to get happy? Try
massage! Exposure to stress, a
contributing factor to unhappiness, over
a long period of time can increase the
rate of neural degeneration and increase
the risk for Alzheimer's disease. Luckily,
a study from Umea University in Sweden
has shown that just five minutes of
massage has the potential to lower stress,
and 80 minutes of massage has a
tremendously positive effect on stress
levels. Get massage, get happy, and cheer
up your friends and family!

Surrounding yourself with happy people is healthy!

Treat Your Face Naturally
In between visits to your skin care
therapist, it's always good to follow a
healthy skin care routine at home. Here
are some easy-to-use skin care recipes
you can make yourself.

2 cups filtered water or cucumber juice
4 ounces of aloe vera gel (optional)
One-half teaspoon of honey (optional)
One-half teaspoon of sunflower seed oil
(optional)

Flaxseed Oil
Flaxseed oil contains some of the highest
levels of omega-3 fatty acids, and calms
skin that is raw and irritated due to
conditions like eczema or psoriasis. It
helps repair skin cells and hydrates even
the driest skin.

Bring water to a boil. Stir in flaxseeds
and immediately reduce heat. Stir and
simmer until the gel forms (about 10
minutes). Strain the mixture through a
cheesecloth and then transfer to a
sterilized container. Apply to face and
decollete with a fan brush for 5-10
minutes. Remove with a warm towel.
Flaxseed gel can be stored in the
refrigerator for up to one week.

Flaxseed Gel Mask
Flaxseeds, when boiled and cooled,
make gel. This gel can be used alone as a
compress, or other ingredients can be
added to it for a customized treatment.
Ingredients:
One-third cup whole flaxseeds

Healthy Probiotics
Probiotics--the
live
cultures
in
yogurt--exhibit
antifungal,
anti-inflammatory, and antimicrobial
benefits when used on skin. Probiotics

increase ceramide production, which
boosts skin protection against the
bacteria that causes acne.
Creamy Yogurt Facial Treatment
Use this recipe on skin with acne.
Ingredients:
4 tablespoons Greek yogurt
1 tablespoon sunflower seed oil or rice
bran oil
1 tablespoon honey (optional)
Crushed mint leaves (optional; remove
before applying)
Combine the ingredients together in a
bowl. Apply mixture with a fan brush to
face and decollete for 5-10 minutes.
Remove with a warm towel.

"Tell me and I
forget, teach me
and I may
remember,
involve me and I
learn."
-Benjamin Franklin

Jacks Keep Us Nimble
Scattering the jacks on the ground,
Throwing the ball upward bound,
Fetching the jacks and,
Catching the ball,
Flexing fingers quick,
Preventing hands from becoming sticks,
Don't be late picking up the jacks,
Sit up straight!
When was the last time you played jacks?
Enjoy:)
Warmest Wishes,
Julia

Julia's Therapeutic Massage & Bodywork, Inc.
3900 Jermantown Road, Suite 300
Fairfax, VA 22030

