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Age is a State of Mind
Baby Boomers Combat Aging with Bodywork
According to the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention,
preventing disease and injury is critical
to reducing the expected growth of
health-care costs headed our way, as
more than 70 million U.S. baby
boomers
cross
the
60-year-old
threshold. Moreover, disease prevention
is critical to, well, your health!
Whether you're a boomer who is
running a marathon or running after
your grandchildren, you know that
growing older doesn't mean growing
old. If you're wondering how to stave off
the effects of aging, the preventative and
restorative nature of massage and
bodywork might be just what the body
ordered.

and its elasticity, and toning muscle
tissue. Massage also creates a stimulating
cellular function in the hypodermis,
dermis, and epidermis layers of the skin
and increases the production of
skin-nurturing sebum.

Immunity and Stress

If you're already a frequent recipient of
massage, you know what the work does to
combat daily stress. But did you know
how detrimental those stressors can be?
Experts say the majority of disease we
encounter today is associated with stress.
Not only that, stress is a huge factor in
premature aging of the body.
Researchers say chronic stress ages the

Life give us
time only love
gives us
meaning.
-Author Unknown
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Massage therapy can play an important role in aging well and remaining youthful and healthy.

Improved Circulation,
Healthier Skin

As our bodies age, our circulation slows
and our skin loses its once youthful
vitality. Experts say the mechanical
nature of massage combats these effects
by increasing circulation through the
manipulation of tissue, improving the
appearance and condition of the skin

body, weakens immune cell function,
and can make cells appear up to 17 years
older than they really are. Through its
effects, massage deftly attacks stress,
while boosting the immune system.
Massage encourages the release of
oxytocin, a stress-reducing hormone in
the body most often associated with
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birth and bonding, and activates the
parasympathetic nervous system and its
relaxation response. Massage also
decreases beta brainwave activity,
increases dopamine and serotonin levels
in the body, and reduces cortisol levels,
all of which are linked to decreased
stress.

Squashing the Pain

Part of the aging process, unfortunately,
involves dealing with aches and pains.
You might find a day of gardening
brings on back pain you never
experienced before, or your biking
regimen now requires greater recovery
time afterward. Even though pain is a
constant source of grief for an aging
body, massage can make a difference.
The passive movement in massage keeps
joints more mobile and stimulates the
synovial fluid, which lubricates the joints
and nourishes the articular cartilage.
Massage also prompts the release of
endorphins and other pain-reducing
neurochemicals.

Bennies for Boomers

The benefits from massage and
bodywork can help bodies of all ages,
especially for baby boomers. Research
has shown that massage:
- Improves range of motion and
decreases low-back pain.
- Increases circulation, allowing the
body to pump more oxygen and
nutrients into tissues and vital organs.
- Provides exercise and stretching for
atrophied muscles.
- Reduces swelling and scar tissue.
- Reduces recovery time from
injury/surgery.
- Reduces stress, a major contributor to
disease and ill health.
- Releases endorphins, the body's
natural painkiller, thereby reducing the
need for medications.
- Stimulates lymph flow and supports
the body's natural process of
detoxification.

Psychological Value

In addition to all the physical benefits
massage and bodywork offers, there also
are proven psychological changes we
experience with massage. One of the
reasons massage feels so relaxing is that
there is a literal psychological benefit as
dopamine and serotonin become
balanced in the system. And when
massage produces oxytocin in the body,
there is a sense of being nurtured. Add
that to the restorative effect that comes
from those quiet moments during
massage, and you've got a process that
experts say is incredibly healing.
Aging, obviously, is a process none of us
can avoid. As Benjamin Franklin said,
"When you're finished changing, you're
finished." Turn the inevitability of aging
into a positive process of change and let
massage and bodywork help you along
the journey.

In addition to the pains of physical
exertion an aging body experiences, the
discomfort caused by arthritis can be
just as debilitating. Experts predict that
one-third of Americans will get arthritis
as they age. Ironically, most arthritis
sufferers may not think of massage when
they start to explore which therapies
might ease their pain. While it is
doubtful an arthritic joint can "heal"
completely with massage, it can feel
better. And for an arthritis sufferer,
better is a welcome word, particularly
when there are no side effects involved.
According to the Arthritis Foundation,
an increasing number of doctors are
recommending massage to their arthritis
patients to help relieve the pain and
stiffness caused by their disease. Massage
can increase circulation around painful
joints, bringing healing oxygen and
nutrients, including amino acids, to
rebuild tissue. Many massage therapists
report that their arthritic clients find
better and longer-lasting relief from
massage than from pharmaceuticals.
Whether its reducing the symptoms of
arthritis, or simply addressing the aches
and pains of living an active life, massage
can play an important role in aging well.
The aches and pains that often accompany the aging process can be managed with bodywork.

Afternoon Essential Oils
Jeanne Rose
It's easy to enjoy the benefits of
aromatherapy, even when you're not in
the therapy room. Here are some ways to
incorporate facets of aromatherapy into
your daily routine, and even into your
lunchtime!
Consider having a protein-filled lunch
of 4 ounces of chicken breast mixed with
salad. Make sure your salad includes at
least six red and green items combined,
such as cucumber, lettuce, tomatoes,
carrots, bell peppers, and radishes. Add
chopped basil, sage, or sweet marjoram.
Make a simple dressing of olive oil and
lemon juice. Add culinary essential oils
such as dill weed and black pepper. Have
a glass of aromatic iced herbal tea, and
add to it 1 teaspoon of melissa hydrosol.
This is tasty and encourages deep
thinking and relaxation. If, however,
you need to continue your workday,
then add 1 teaspoon of rosemary
hydrosol to your lunchtime iced tea.
Why not take a five-minute scented
breather for an afternoon break. The

aromatic properties of plants are
effective tonics and energizers. Dabbing
the temples with essential oils or
spraying the nape of the neck with
hydrosols of rosemary or peppermint is
a wonderful way to implement the
potent effects of these distilled plant
materials. You can also use a mixture of
distilled water with essential oils of
peppermint, sage, and basil dissolved in
alcohol (10 drops essential oil, 20 drops
alcohol, and a half-ounce of water).
Basil and peppermint herb, and their
essential oils, have been used for
centuries as a mental stimulant.

first book, Herbs &amp; Things.

Complete your afternoon break by lying
down for 3-5 minutes with a couple of
slices of fresh cucumber on the eyes.
Cucumber contains enzymes that help
soften the skin. If the day's work has
brought on a headache, a drop of
rosemary oil to the temples or around
the ears works wonders.
Jeanne Rose has been teaching and researching
natural remedies for 30 years, beginning with her

Find out which essential oil works best for you.

Foods to Boost Your Mood
Don't let your diet get you down. If
you're looking for a quick pick-me-up
that will boost your mood but go easy on
your calorie count, consider these
"superfoods" recommended by Mehmet
Oz, MD, vice-chair and professor of
surgery at Columbia University and
contributor to Oprah.com.

which is good news for your mood, as
low levels of the vitamin have been tied
to depression. In fact, one 5.3-ounce
serving contains 60 percent of your
recommended daily folic acid allowance.
Plus, asparagus is low in calories and
contains no fat or cholesterol, so it
won't ruin your diet.

Kefir Milk
Try it if: you're looking to calm down.
Made by fermenting more traditional
milk with kefir grains, this drink is high
in the amino acid tryptophan, which
produces a relaxing effect on the
nervous system. As a bonus, the drink
also contains a healthy amount of B
vitamins.

Oranges
Try it if: you're stressed out.
Why? Vitamin C. This powerhouse
nutrient can help support your immune
system, skin, and more, but its
stress-fighting powers come from its
effect on your blood pressure. Studies
have shown that consuming 500
milligrams of vitamin C daily can
dramatically lower cardiovascular and
stroke risk. One orange contains about
80 milligrams.

Asparagus
Try it if: you're feeling low.
This vegetable is loaded with folic acid,

"In
disagreements
with loved ones,
deal only with
the current
situation. Don't
bring up the
past."

Summer brings hot days requiring water to reduce the fire.
Did you know that the average adult drinks half their body
weight in ounces of water daily? Yes, hydration is essential
to maintain your health. Cheers! Julia Cini

-Dali Lama
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